
 
 
A dental team from the U.S., operating in partnership with Operation Endeavor and Verbo 
Church of Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua will be travelling to Nicaragua to conduct a 
dental clinic on a mission that will run from October 22-30, 2016. This is a 100% 
volunteer team headed by our U.S.-based dentist, Rick Rios, DDS whose practice is in 
Ashburn, VA. We will serve children 3 years of age and over, teens and adults in Puerto 
Cabezas who have no access to dental care.  
 
Funds raised for this mission will be used to pay for portable dental tools, supplies and 
sterilization equipment needed to treat up to 70 patients per day. Patients in Puerto 
Cabezas will be seen at the Verbo orphanage, at the Children's Feeding Center, and at 
the 'salubrista' homes that function as medical triage facilities in the local community.  
 
The very poor dental hygiene among this population has resulted in advanced gum 
disease; known to be linked to cardiovascular issues, respiratory infections, dementia 
and complications with diabetes.  
 
As a field dental clinic, it will focus primarily on cleanings and extractions, with simple 
fillings done where clinically possible. These procedures alone will dramatically 
improve the dental and medical health of these patients, and will be a vital adjunct to 
preventative health education being provided by our church partners during the same 
time period.  
 
Here in the U.S. we can find dental care simply by doing a search online, but in Puerto 
Cabezas where even medical care has been so out of reach, dental care has been, at best, 
on the wish list. Now we are able to make it a reality.  
 
Please help by giving what you can to support the mission. Your donation will be  
100% tax deductible via Operation Endeavor, a 501c3 not-for-profit organization 
(www.911fortheworld.org, and on Facebook) and you will receive a donation letter for 
tax purposes.  
 
There are a two ways to donate:  
   (please provide your email with either method, to receive the donation letter) 
• Online at - https://www.youcaring.com/operation-healing-smiles-639567 
• Check made out to ‘Operation Endeavor’ with memo: ‘Operation Healing Smiles’ 

And mailed to: Operation Endeavor, 560 West Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701 
 
Thank you! 
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